Bequest Tool Kit

Sample Opening Letter (from Board Chair)
Dear [Prospective Donor],

There are many ways to leave a legacy to [organization], but charitable bequests and beneficiary designations are among the most popular.  Why?  Because these types of gifts allows you to retain full control and use of your property throughout your lifetime, and you are not locked into a commitment that may limit future financial options.

Your bequest gift to our endowment fund helps our organization maintain its tradition of excellence and advance its mission of [______________________________________] far into the future.   Additionally, you may choose to support the area of interest within the endowment that’s most important to you:  [List three or four categories of interest the endowment supports, i.e.:] 

· Missions 

· Education 

· Youth 

· Music 

· Capital Projects

Through your will or living trust, you can perpetuate good works with a living memorial. The [endowment fund name] at the Lutheran Community Foundation can be beneficiary of all or a portion of your estate, the recipient of a specified asset or the remainder of your estate after leaving specific gifts to loved ones.

If you would like information on how to include [endowment fund name] in your will, contact [organization contact name and number] or the Lutheran Community Foundation, which holds our fund, at 1-800-365-4172.

Sincerely,

Chair, Board of Directors

