Bequest Tool Kit

Sample Opening Letter*

(From Pastor)

Dear [Prospective Donor],

You have heard the church discuss stewardship in the context of our annual church drive, but have you considered that financial stewardship also extends to managing and sharing resources from our overall estates, for the benefit of our loved ones and the future of our congregation?

I raise this subject because of the importance for every family to have a will and thoughtful estate plans.   Without a will, state laws go into effect that distribute our estates in a very impersonal way.  But when we choose to write our own will, we can intentionally determine how to share our assets for the care of present and future needs of our families, our friends, and our faith.  In particular, please consider remembering the [endowment fund name] at the Lutheran Community Foundation in your will as a visible witness of your commitment to the ministry of today and tomorrow carried out by our faith community.

Planning for death is as natural for the Christian as planning for life.  It is not frightening, for we have confidence that our Lord will welcome us as he did each faithful steward, saying, “Well done, my good and faithful servant.  Come share your Master’s joy!” (Matt 25:14)

May God be with you as you take action on this important matter.

Blessings,

Pastor

*Portions of this sample provided by LEAVE A LEGACY, for more samples and information visit their website at http://www.leavealegacy.org/

