JOY

WITNESSING REAL WEALTH
IN AN UNCERTAIN ECONOMY

ike so many families, Cheryl

Persigehl and Jonathan Flak have
experienced a downturn in their personal
financial picture over the past 18 months.
Nevertheless, they continue to make their
giving a priority.

“If we only looked at our checkbook and
savings account balances, we could easily
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conclude that these are ‘hard times),
says Cheryl and Jonathan. “Though we
haven’t been able to give at the same
levels as in past years, we’ve continued to
add to our family’s donor advised fund
and make grants to charities as a wit-

Thousands of donors have created charitable
funds to support the specific charities and
causes that mean the most to them. While
these funds remain in place to benefit
donors’ specific giving interests, the LCF
also offers giving options that address press-
ing and community needs, such as the LCF
Community Fund. Current initiatives of the
LCF Community Fund include:

¢ Ending Family Violence Initiative aims

to end an epidemic of abuse with resources,
education and awareness via congregations.

ness to the abundance and real wealth we
experience in these challenging times —
the love of family, the strength of com-
munity, the power of love.”

“When other funding sources are uncer-
tain, grants from charitable funds at the
Lutheran Community Foundation (LCF)
provide critical support for congrega-
tions and community resources, many of
which have been hard-hit by the current
economy, says Chris Andersen, LCF
President. “In 2009, nearly $9 million
was granted to 2,000 nonprofits, all made
possible through generous donor gifts.”

Ny SPREADING JOY. CHANGING LIVES.

e Creation Care Environmental Initiative takes

a Lutheran approach to God's creation by
building awareness for lasting change.

¢ International Disaster Response Initiative

helps people worldwide grow food, improve

health and build livelihoods where needs
are the greatest.

Gifts of any size are welcome. You can also
support the LCF Community Fund through
your charitable fund. To learn more, go to

ThelLCF.org/Community_Fund or call us at
800-365-4172.
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Visit TheLCF.org for news and resources to make the most
of your giving plan.

Keep your giving plan current

Through the LCE, 2,500 individuals and
families have created charitable funds to
carry out their charitable wishes. Here’s
how donors can keep their giving plans

current:

1. Keep your Fund Agreement up to
date. Giving priorities can change over
time. Make sure your Fund Agreement
reflects your current wishes by reviewing
the document every few years. Contact
the LCF if you need a duplicate copy.

2. Add to the impact of your fund. Even
if you don’t have extra dollars to give
this year, you can still add to the impact
of your fund by naming the LCF as
beneficiary of an asset or make a bequest
through your will or living trust.

3. Call the LCF with your questions or
concerns. We're here to serve your chari-
table interests and value your feedback
on how we can improve our service. Call
us at 800-365-4172.
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Lutheran Community Foundation
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“Each donor’s charitable fund supports
their recommended charities and
causes, shaping change in our shared
community,” says Andersen. “Our job

is to make donor gifts work as hard as
possible by serving as a strong steward.”

Doing all the good we can

In the spirit of faith and stewardship,
donors David and Sandra Beens main-
tain a giving program that reflects their
beliefs and values. “God has lavished

us with His good gifts and provided us
with everything needful and so much
more,” say David and Sandra. “In thank-
fulness we attempt to follow theologian
John Wesley’s encouragement to ‘do all
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the good we can.

While difficult economic times are
challenging, faith often provides an
invaluable perspective. “Sometimes God
answers prayers through people He
brings into our lives that provide oppor-
tunities to help and encourage those in
need,” say the Beens. “What a privilege
to be part of this great plan. We trust
and He provides.”
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Go to ThelLCF.org/grant_stories to learn how
donor gifts are being used to spread joy and
change lives.
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